By RODNEY CHAMPNESS, VK3UG

A farewell, an introduction &
a “Little General” radio set

In this, my first column, we take a look a what
vintage radio is all about and list some of the
topics I intend to cover in the future. I also
briefly describe a “Little General” valve radio
that was built back in 1992 for a competition.

I am pleased to have the opportu-
nity to contribute to vintage radio by
way of this column. I am following in
John Hill’s footsteps who has in-
formed, educated, entertained and
brought vintage radio to the fore in
many peoples minds throughout Aus-
tralia and New Zealand over the last
decade. Some readers have not agreed
with his thoughts in particular areas
but this has produced a positive result
because it has made people consider
what vintage radio is all about.

I will endeavour to continue to at-
tract readers’ interest in vintage radio
in its many aspects, covering topics
not previously mentioned as well as

some that have already been covered
but from a different perspective. I
know that John’s contributions and
mine will be complementary.

What is vintage radio?

Now is a good time to reflect on
what vintage radio is all about. It is to
do with the collection, retention, res-
toration and display of our radio (and,
dare Isay it, television) heritage. Some
people are interested in collecting and
preserving magazines, service manu-
als, books and advertising material
dealing with our radio history. Others

- collect 1920’s sets or sets from what-

ever era they particularly fancy.

For 10 years | have been writing
Vintage Radio for SILICON CHIP
magazine. However, after 120 edi-
tions | have exhausted my storehouse
of ideas and have nothing left to write
about.

Past material could be rehashed,
but that has already been done in
some instances. It is better for me to
sign off and let someone else with
some fresh material have a go and
that someone is Rodney Champness.
A change in direction should be good

Farewell from John Hill

for both the
magazine and
its readers.

I wish Rod-
ney well in his
new venture
and hope he
enjoys it as much as | did. | would
also like to take this opportunity to
thank Greg Swain, Leo Simpson and
Philip Watson for their assistance
over the past 10 years.

John Hill.
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Many will just keep the sets as they
are while others will fully restore them
to their former glory. The collection of
technically innovative sets or unusual
sets will appeal to others, while some
prefer to restore sets where their abil-
ity at fine woodworking can really
come to the fore.

A small but growing group is inter-
ested in building replicas of a bygone
era and learning about how the sets
worked. Others will build a “bitser”
out of several sets to show others what
a typical set of the particular type was
like. To me, all of these activities are
valid as long as people don’t claim
something to be what it isn’t. For ex-
ample, converting a battery set to AC,
then claiming that this is how this
particular “AC” set works is quite
wrong in my book.

Many sets were converted from vi-
brator or battery operation when AC
power came to country areas and I
was one who converted several sets at
the time. It was cheaper to convert to
AC than throw them out and buy a
new one. In general they were good
sets and the heart transplant of AC
valves made them even better per-
formers, provided the conversion was
done competently. This occurred be-
fore vintage radio collection and the
retention of our radio heritage became
of interest.

These converted sets in their own
way fill a niche in our radio heritage.
However, I don’t believe that sets
should be converted from battery or
vibrator operation to AC if they are
intact today. After all, they are a part
of our radio heritage, are relatively

- rare and are definitely worthy of res-

toration in their own right.
It is not my intention to buy into
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