VINTAGE RADIO

By RODNEY CHAMPNESS, VK3UG

An Australian-made
6-transistor personal portable

Yes, early transistor radios are now vintage
and are worth restoring. One such receiver
is the Kriesler 41-32, an Australian-made
6-transistor “pocket” radio that was first

made in 1962.

Transistor radios started to become
readily available (at a price) in the
mid to late 1950s. Initially, their per-
formance left much to be desired.
However, the general public was pre-
pared to accept performance that was
inferior to the good valve portables of
the time in favour of a set that was
relatively compact, light and portable.

Another factor in favour of the tran-
sistor radio was that it operated from
low voltage batteries at low current
drain and so was cheap to run.

In city areas, the problems of poor
sensitivity and noisy operation (due
to limitations in the transistors) were
of little consequence as the stations
were strong.

In many ways, it was a blessing in
disguise that the sensitivity was poor.
The overload characteristics of these
sets and the transistors they used were,
to put it mildly, terrible.

Imported sets

Very few radios were imported into
Australia until the commencement of
the transistor era over 30 years ago.
Australian-made valve radio were as
good as any and there was no need to
import sets from elsewhere. However,
transistor sets started to come in from
Asia in increasing numbers from that
time.

Initially, some early Australian tran-
sistor sets used point to point wiring,

as was used in most valve radios. By
contrast, the Japanese sets used PC -
boards right from the beginning in all
the sets imported here. Transistorised
radios lent themselves very much to
the use of PC boards.

Transistors could be wired in much
the same way as resistors and capaci-
tors and all the coils had become min-
iaturised by that time too. As a result,
this type of construction became the
standard within a very short time.

The PC board method imposed dif-
ficulties for servicemen, however —
particularly when they had to service
Japanese pocket sets. Everything was
crammed in, it was difficult to trace
the circuit and the type numbers of
transistors, etc, were unknown to Aus-
tralians. As a result, it was difficult to
do much with them if something went
wrong.

By contrast, many of the Australian
manufacturers laid their boards out
with more space between components
and they often printed the track pat-
tern on top of the board to aid circuit
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Fig.1: the circuit of the Kriesler 41-32. It used six transistors, all germanium PNP types.
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