AGE RADIO

By RODNEY CHAMPNESS, VK3UG

Making the obsolete useful again

Radio receivers running off vibrator power
supplies were common in many rural areas
right up until the 1950s. Many of these sets were
later converted to mains operations as 240V AC
power became available but some sets were
more difficult to convert than others.

In many country areas of Australia
and New Zealand, 240V AC mains
power didn’t become available until
the 1950s. Before that, all sorts of volt-
ages were used in country towns,
while those living on farms may not
have had any source of power other
than batteries for their radios.

Where power did exist, voltages
such as 12, 32, 50, 110, and 250V DC
were common. Of course, some places
had their own 110V or 240V AC sup-
plies, although in general these sources
only covered a small area and were
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rather limited in output, with frequent

interruptions to the supply. Are you
old enough to remember having to
pay the “electric light bill”? Before
the war, electricity was almost exclu-
sively used for lighting with few or no
power points in the home, hence the
bayonet adaptor that went into the
light bulb socket so that the radio
could be powered.

To cater for areas where there was
no mains supply, radio sets were spe-
cifically designed to run off a 1.5V or
2V battery for the filaments and 90-

135V dry cell batteries for the HT
supply. Unfortunately, these were ex-
pensive to operate relative to the cost
of running sets off the 240V AC mains.
As aresult, to keep costs down, many
sets that used battery valves were de-
signed to operate from a 4V or 6V wet
cell battery via a vibrator power sup-
ply. The valve filaments were usually
wired in a series-parallel configura-
tion to minimise current drain.

Suddenly, these sets became obso-
lete when mains reticulated power
came to an area and homes were con-
nected to it. As a result, many old sets
were either stored in the garage or
thrown onto the local garbage tip —
vintage radio collection and restora-
tion was not even thought of in the
1940s, 50s and 60s. This was a shame
because these sets were generally very
good performers as they were designed
for rural areas where signals weren’t
all that strong.

I hate seeing things that
are still in good working or-
der go to waste and, along
with many others during
that era, converted many of
those otherwise obsolete
sets to 240V AC mains op-
eration. Of course, you
wouldn’t do that today as
there are few of these re-
ceivers still around in origi-

Left: this is the view inside
the cabinet of the converted
HMYV 268 receiver. The
conversion involved
replacing the valve line-up
and replacing the 6V
vibrator circuitry with a
mains-operated power

supply.
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