








Watch Out For Ashestos

In Vintage Radios

Over the last few years, there
has been considerable publicity
about the dangers of contracting
cancer and other nasty diseases
due to contact with ashestos. As
such, readers should be aware that
some old radio receivers included
sheets of asbestos, usually fitted
close to valves to prevent damage
to heat heat-sensitive components
and to the cabinet.

Any receivers with asbestos in
them should be treated with ex-
treme caution. Do not work on such
sets until you have sought expert
advice as how to the asbestos can
be safely removed or stabilised
within the set.

range — was connected across R9. With
the tuning gang closed, the set was
then switched to the broadcast band
and a signal generator — set at 455kHz
with tone modulation — connected to
the aerial and earth terminals of the
receiver.

The signal generator output was
then increased and the output fre-
quency varied slightly to see if the
intermediate frequency (IF) was ex-
actly 455kHz. In this case, it was close
enough. The IF transformer slugs were
then adjusted for maximum reading
on the multimeter, the signal genera-
tor output being continuously reduced
as each section was aligned.

If you don’t have a signal generator,
the procedure is to tune to a local
station and vary the size of the an-
tenna until the signal into the set is
strong enough to give a reading on the
multimeter. The set doesn’t have to be
exactly on 455 kHz — it’s just a matter
of adjusting the IF stages for best
performance.

Next, the oscillator coil core (slug)
is adjusted so that a station at the low-
frequency end of the broadcast band
(ie, around 600kHz} appears at its cor-
rect location on the dial. The aerial/
antenna coil is then adjusted at around
the same spot on the dial.

That done, you simply tune to
around 1500kHz and adjust the oscil-
lator trimmer capacitor (if necessary)
so-that a known station appears at its
correct dial location. The aerial trim-
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a couple of unusual features.

H
. .
Q- -
18 :
2 3
Wi
-
2 O
? z'
-
3
o :
' "
"o !
> i
0 1 =
3 - 9
~ 2 t 2
5l 34 1 >%
fmmm e smed] 2 -3
. MR !
‘ l—l e gl LR
: st t—
H :
'__" =3
. v
- o3 b
29 >
-
:
9 = —vg
NN
2
>2
o
-i % P ¥4 .;
> > <
P: 3
. > *E 2
? 'n X3 e
s 1
i i ] <
B e H
Rl i =
= # |
< BT 253 3 1
53 i .2 * < :
2 1 e {é
¥ -+150% &€ 2 444 1T
—”;._: - Py gé.
5 - R T
© - e
g —
N el ¢ %
o
< ' z S 58l ’_—cﬂ‘?:
. ~ N ) "‘"I
s *arsot ds [ vhw(a\( S e l!
3 ~
3 - [\ RS t—
oN - ] ~ o el .
s ~ v:3 '
[ c3r
i o8} $3§ L
N SR

Fig.1: the STC 205 is a fairly conventional 5-valve dual-wave receiver with

mer is then adjusted for best perform-
ance at the same frequency.

These adjustments interact to some
extent, so it’s .a matter of repeating
these adjustments at both ends of the
dial until no further improvements

can be obtained.

By the way, the trimmers in this
model are made out of short lengths of
thick enamelled wire (about 30mm
long), each of which has several turns
of tinned copper wire wound onto it.
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