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Weston Electrical Instrument Corp
s NEWARK, N. J. : ‘
Flg 1: the c1rcu1t of the Weston Model 660 Radio Set Analyser is basmally a.:
combined multimeter, elementary valve tester and set analyser. .

In practice, its current could be
measured, along with the voltages
applied to its various elements. It
was even possible to gauge the gain
of the valve using various tests and to
measure resistances.

In short, the analyser was designed
to largely solve the perceived prob-
lem of removing the receiver chassis
from the cabinet for servicing. Valves
weren’t particularly reliable in those
days, so the analyser solved the prob-
lem of checking the most vulnerable
parts of the radio (ie, the valves) with
ease. ’

As far as I can discover, the radio
set analyser was developed in the
United States during the late 1920s
and early 1930s. In fact, quite a bit
was written about these analysers in
“Modern Radio Servicing” by Alfred
Ghirardi in 1935.

By contrast, only a two- paragraph
mention is made of radio set analys-
ers in the Philips Radio and Televi-
sion Manual by E. G. Beard following
World War 2. The reason for this is
probably that when octal valves were
introduced, the limitations of the ana-
lyser were too great to warrant further
development.

Weston Model 660

The Model 660 is probably an early
1930s instrument, as Ghirardi’s book

shows a 666 which appears to be a
later version. As mentioned earlier,
the average radio servicemen in Aus-
tralia could only afford a multimeter
to overhaul a faulty receiver. The 660,
along with the analysers made by other
manufacturers, would have been ex-
pensive instruments in their tiine, so
not many were sold in Australia.

In its time, the 660 would have been
viewed with a certain amount of awe.
It is housed in a 225 x 230 x 115mm

_ leatherette-covered wooden case with

aneat carrying handle. The case opens
up to present the instrument which
is finished in the characteristic black
colour of the era.

Basically, the unit is a combined
multimeter, elementary valve tester
and set analyser. On the lower section
of the front panel is a large multi-func-
tion switch with 21 marked positions.
Above this is a 65mm meter marked
with the various ranges, while to either
side of this are several sockets to use
with the analyser in the multimeter
mode.

The valve socket is located directly
above the meter. This accepts the
valves that are removed from the re-
ceiver being tested, either directly or
via a plug/socket adaptor.

The connection to the empty valve
socket on thereceiveris made viaa 1.3-
metre long cable which emerges from
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