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Yintage

by ROGER JOHNSON

The year that was: 1925

If 1924 was the most expensive year in radio, 1925 saw the beginning of cheaper prices — a
trend which has endured to this day! Also, 1925 saw the last throes of the bright emitter valves
which had been used in the earliest receivers.

In preparing this month’s column, I
found resource material available from
early magazines published in three
states: the Melbourne based Listener
In, the Sydney based Wireless Weekly
(ancestor of EA) and the Adelaide
based South Australian Wireless and
Radio Weekly. Collectively these allow

a pretty good idea to be gleaned regard-

ing the state of the industry in 1925 and
the important issues of the day.

The South Australian Wireless and
Radio Weekly carried an editorial, and
one of the big issues was a fairly rigor-
ous expose of the new transmitter for
station 5CL, to be located in suburban
Brooklyn Park. SCL was an ‘A’ class
station, owned and operated by Central
Broadcasters Limited. (5CL eventually
became one of the founding stations of
the Australian Broadcasting
Commission in 1932, and the callsign
remained right up until it was re-named
5RN a few years ago).

In April 1925 the directors of SCL
offered a share float of 10,000 shares at
£1 each. It must be remembered that
‘A’ class stations received their income
from the revenue obtained from licence
fees, as well as advertising, and the
directors were promising dividends of

Fig.4: A 1925 radio built into a gramo-
phone cabinet by the Adelaide firm of
Millswood Auto & Radio Co. Ltd.

an estimated 75% — not a bad little
system, when you think about it!

The reason for an injection of capital
was to spend £20,000 on a new 5kW
transmitter, which was to be the talk of
the town. However the scheme was
plagued with technical problems, and
all four editorials of the South
Australian Wireless and Radio Weekly
during November 1925 were critical of
the performance, programming and
quality of the transmission. Why, they
asked, could the ‘B’ class station SDN,
broadcasting on merely 300 watts, out-
perform in every respect the ‘A’ class
station on 5000 watts? Was this unwit-
ting criticism of the ABC, even before
the ABC was founded?

Other editorials raised two issues
which were progenitors of long fester-
ing sores — viz., copyright payments
to the recording companies for the
playing of records, and why radio ama-
teurs needed to learn Morse Code. Is
there nothing new under the sun?

Prices lower

Whether it was because of more sta-
tions, more reliable ‘apparatus’, the
economies of scale, vigorous market-

ing and marketing forces, or a combi-

WHY WORRY

about that point on
your crystal set
when you can obtain
a large volume . of
sound with any old
point with one of our
amplifiers at a tal
cost of £3/10/0—com
%lebe with valve, A and
battery all ready to
connect up to your set
for = immediate use.
Listen in with com-
fort and enjoy the pro-
gramme.

Slingsby & Coles

482 Pitt Street
Under the Railway. opp. Marcus Clacks

Loud Speakers and
headphones  repaired.

Wm. Lambert Hamilton

Radio Specialist
Bring your troubles to me.
What I will do for you.

I will remodel or re-wire
your receiver, making every
valve give of its best. Let
me modernise your receiver.
I will build you a set to

suit your local conditions.

I will answer any en-
quiries immediately.

My charges will be mod-

I wﬂl buy your compon-
ents for t{ou at rulmg city
prices and despatch them to
you within 24 hours of re-
ceipt of order. I will advise
you as to the quality of the
goods. This service is free.

I am at your service in
any radlo wants
City -addr
VICKERYS CHAMBERS,

82 Pitt Street,
SYDNEY
Phone: B4543.
Private address:
16a Ness Avenue,
Dulwich Hill.

The Wireless Home
Assembly Co.

430 BOURKE ST., MELB,
C. 12281

Phone Boz Hill 484.

MAXWELL HOWDEN

SETS CONSTRUCTED OR REC'O\
STRUCTED TO ORDER.

10 Hill 8t., Ber Hill

Radio Station:
433Q.

Manufacturers - of Receiving
Sets: and Component Parts,
Engravers and Nickel Platers

Telephone B 5925 WE MAKE TO YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS
CHARLES D. MACLURCAN

Consulting Radio Engineer

One of the Largest and Oldest

Pratten Buildi Radio Firms in Australia

26 J-&mﬁ'ﬂ CALIBRATIONS
AGENTS WANTED

Fig.3: These small panels of dealers advertising their sets
or services were taken from 1925 jssues of the three main
Australian magazines — Wireless Weekly, The Listener In
and the South Australian Wireless & Radio Weekly.
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