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KRIESLER 114
A.C. Mantel and Console

"
/. F 455 K

Fig.2: The circuit of the 11-4, which dates from 1946.

modifications within one year of the
prototype. The service manuals were
published the year following the given
year of production, so it is not as
though the service manual accounted
for a 10-year gap or anything like that.
That many variations works out to
about one every 11 days. The poor
Kriesler production engineer!
Admittedly some of the variations
are very minor, such as the substitution
of one coil kit for another (which is
was not all that uncommon for certain
other manufacturers of the day) and a
different value of the top-cut tone
capacitor. Other variants were not so
minor, such model 11-4FZ which lists:
(a) Tone control potentiometer (0.5
megohm) replaced by a two-position
switch, 0.02uF 600V condenser (C95)
and 0.5 megohm 1/2 watt resistor
(R117). Disconnect lead from centre lug
of the potentiometer and wire it to sta-
tionary contact of switch. Earth moving
arm of switch. Replace potentiometer
with fixed resistor.
(b) Power transformer changed from 18-
27 to 18-32.
(c) 6J8-G converter replaced by
ECH35G
(d) Resistor R103A (15k) replaced by
R135A (40k); R136 (30k) replaced by
R153B (40k)
(e) R139 (50 ohms) replaced by R157 20
ohms :
() 5Y3-G valve replaced by 6X5-GT
rectifier, which is connected to the 6.3
volt winding on power transformer
(g) HT choke to replace field of 70-1

speaker.

It was also stated that the circuit in
the bottom corner of the circuit dia-
gram applies. The unusual numbers
refer to Kriesler part numbers.

Basically, the major alterations con-
sisted of a field coil electrodynamic
speaker, a filter choke, a high wattage
filter resistor used in conjunction with
or instead of the filter choke, a 6X5-GT
rectifier and an ECH 35 converter. A
given variant could incorporate some
or all or a combination of those alter-
ations, as was seen by the above exam-
ple. Above and below chassis pho-
tographs are shown in Figs.3 and 4.

Note that the 5Y3-G rectifier is used
and not the smaller 5Y3-GT. Some of
the earlier sets may also have used the
larger 6V6-G.

Virtually the same circuit was used
in an all-bakelite table model radi-
ogram a couple of years later, in which
the pick-up was fed directly into the
grid of the 6V6-GT.

The 11-4 is described as both a mantel
and console model, but judging by the
vast number of mantels that have sur-
vived to this day, the mantels must have
quite considerably outsold the consoles.

Problems & repairs

The top of the bakelite cabinet is
prone to a small heat crack in the bot-
tom corners of the dial aperture.
Sometimes, the crack will extend right
through to the outer edge. The name
badge is fragile and prone to breaking.

Any major damage to the cabinet is
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virtually unable to be repaired, and the
set can only be regarded as a salvage
proposition. However, that is not as
bad as it sounds, because one may be
able to obtain a 5” electromagnetic
speaker for such projects as a ‘Little
General’, or a replacement speaker for
the model 28 ‘Radiolettes’.

As far as the chassis is concerned, the
major items to cause concern are the
power transformer, choke, electromag-
netic speaker (if fitted) and valves. The
coil kit and IF transformers are pretty
reliable. Then of course there is always
the possibility of a dud valve. It is
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