1926 was an exciting year for
radio, especially in Australia.
There were innovations on the
technical side, but probably
more dramatic were the changes
in the way ‘wireless’ was being
seen by the average person.
Broadcasting had also become a
fully-fledged industry, and
various snippets of information
suggest that within the media
industry, ‘there is nothing new
under the sun’...

appearance, circuits and loudspeakers

there was not a lot of dramatic change
from the previous year, although of course
there were changes.
The one thing that can be said for 1926 is
that there were some conventional circuits
being adapted into novel ‘sets’. One such cir-
cuit, described in South Australian Wireless
and Radio Weekly for August 18th, was ‘A
crystal set for 7d’ (six cents). The circuit, if
you can call it that, is shown in Fig.l.
Actually it is a bit of a ruse, because there is
no tuning circuit save the length of the aerial
wire, and station 5SDN with its modest 300
watts, could only be heard when 5CL (with
© 5000 watts) was off the air!
The article went on to add that the ‘chap who
requires maximum selectivity out of a set

First, let’s look at the radios themselves. In
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that costs him 7d to 2/6 (25 cents) is very
hard to please’.

Another radio described for a specialist loca-
tion was described in Wireless Weekly for
October 8th. It was dubbed the °Flat-
Dwellers Receiver’ and was unusual in that
the accompanying photo showed a woman
working the controls. The very idea!
Actually, this photo provides rather an inter-
esting commentary. Firstly, there is recogni-
tion that people in flats are unlikely to be
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Fig.1: The seven-penny Crystal Set. It's
more of a gimmick than a radio, of
course.

able to construct large outside antennas; sec-
ondly, there is recognition (grudgingly?) that
women can actually operate a radio and
thirdly, that women live in flats. The sociol-
ogists may muse upon this at their leisure.

The circuit for the flat dweller’s four is
shown in Fig.2. As can be seen, it operates
from a loop antenna, and regeneration is curi-
ously applied via inductive coupling from the
untuned RF transformer to the secondary.
The secondary is then fed back into the cold
end of the only tuned circuit. It appears that
this was done in order to eliminate one of the
controls, thereby to simplify its operation.
Having studied this circuit, one wonders how
it actually works. How 1is detection
achieved? There were no clues in the text. It
could not have been anode bend detection,
because the bias would be quite incorrect for
the second valve.

Actually, it’s grid leak detection. The grid
capacitor in parallel with the resistor are
shown in the wiring diagram and the photo.
It seems that the draughtsman left them out
of the circuit!

Neutrodynes

Probably the most salient circuit promotion
of 1926 was that for the neutrodyne. There
was a very good reason for this. By 1926
there were quite a few radio stations on the
air. There was 2FC, 2BL, 2KY, 2GB, 2UE,
2UW, 3LO, 3AR (possibly 3DB and 3UZ as
well), 4QG, 5CL, 5DN, 5KA, 6WF (with
other ‘B’ class stations?) 7ZL and the four
broadcasting stations of Radio Broadcasting
Co of New Zealand. The New Zealanders
were easily receivable on the eastern
seaboard. With the high, long wire antennas
still being advocated for sets of the day, typ-
ically 30 feet high and 60 feet long, reception

Fig.2: The ‘Flat Dwellers’ Set’,
presented in Wireless Weekly for
October 8th 1926.
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